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OUR PARISH PATRON 
SAINT MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE

St. Matthias was a disciple of Jesus whom God “joined to the company of his Apostles” to fill
the place of Judas (Acts 1:15-26). After the Ascension, Peter announced to the assembled
brethren that the Apostolic College was to be brought up to its original number of twelve
members, since Judas had defected. Another was to take over his office as was foretold in
Psalm 108 (109) 8.

Both Joseph Barsabbas and Matthias, the candidates presented for the office, possessed the
primary requirement to Apostleship, that is, they could testify with full authority to Christ’s
Resurrection, the central truth of the Apostolic teaching. The definite selection of one of
these two belonged to Him who had personally chosen the original twelve. Accordingly, the
assembled company begged the Lord in glory “to show which of these two, thou hast
chosen.” As a practical means of knowing the Lord’s will, the Apostles had recourse to the
drawing of lots, which was used in the Old Testament (Leviticus 16:8) and was regarded as
divinely directed (Proverbs 16:33). “And the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered
with the eleven Apostles” (Acts 1:26). 

The name of Matthias does not occur elsewhere in the New Testament, and various ancient
traditions concerning him are quite uncertain. Some early Christian legends name
Palestine as his mission field; others mention Cappadocia or Ethiopia. He is honored as a
martyr, having been, according to some traditions, crucified and subsequently hacked to
pieces with an axe or a halberd; he is therefore represented as holding a cross or halberd
and is the patron of carpenters. An apocryphal Gospel, now lost, is attributed to him. 

His body was reportedly preserved for many years in Jerusalem before it was transferred
to Rome by St. Helena, mother of Constantine. His Feast Day is celebrated on May 14.                                 
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HISTORIA DE LA IGLESIA DE 
SAN MATÍAS

La fecha era el 18 de junio de 1960. El Presidente Eisenhower ocupaba la Casa Blanca y el
Papa Juan XXIII acababa de anunciar la creación de una comisión para preparar el
Concilio Vaticano II. El equipo de beisbol los Senadores de Washington estaban en el
estadio Griffith. Un refrigerador marca Admiral de 11 pies cúbicos costaba $159, una libra
de lomo asado costaba 39 centavos, una libra de pescado platija costaba 48 centavos, y un
galón de leche costaba 48 centavos. 

En este día, el Reverendo E. Albert Hughes, asumió la responsabilidad de Pastor de la
Parroquia San Matías. La Rectoría localizada en el 9302 Fontana Drive, Lanham, a unas
tres cuadras de la propiedad de la iglesia, proveo al Padre Hughes con una base de
operación para construir la nueva parroquia. 

En ese entonces, había 265 familias en la parroquia, y la santa Misa se celebraba en el
Seminario el Divino Redentor localizado en la calle Princess Gardens Parkway en Lanham. 

Bajo el experto liderazgo del Padre Hughes, la ardua y larga labor de construir una
parroquia se hecho en marcha. La campaña de recaudación concluyo el 26 de mayo de
1961 con la meta mínima de $75,000.00 excedida por $32,000.00. El contrato para la
construcción de la iglesia, escuela y convento fue otorgado el 27 de abril de 1961 a la
compañía de construcción Viner con un costo de $385,858.00. La ceremonia inaugural se
llevo a cabo el 23 de abril de 1961. 

La meta de nuestro Pastor se hizo realidad cuando en septiembre de 1961 se abrió el
primer y segundo grado de la Escuela de San Matías con 90 alumnos. Dos Hermanas de la
Divina Providencia estaban a cargo de la enseñanza. La Iglesia se completó y el Altar
Mayor fue consagrado y la primera Santa Misa se celebró en la Iglesia de San Matías el 15
de febrero de 1961 por el Mas Reverendo Phillip M. Hannan, quien era el Obispo Auxiliar
de Washington. 

El domingo 25 de febrero de 1962, el Mas Reverendo Patrick A. O’Boyle, arzobispo de
Washington, dedico y bendijo la hermosa nueva iglesia de acero y vidrio de arquitectura
contemporánea, también bendijo los nuevos cuatro salones de clases y el convento de la
parroquia. Le ofreció un tributo especial al Reverendo E. Albert Hughes, nuestro pastor
fundador, a su asistente y a los feligreses por “su arduo trabajo y sacrificios para hacer
posible esta hermosa iglesia para el honor y la gloria de Dios y el mejoramiento de sus
almas inmortales.” 

John Spence, director de Educación de la Arquidiócesis de Washington pronuncio el
sermón en el cual dijo que los feligreses de San Matías deberían de considerar a la
parroquia como “la capsula espacial que los llevara al cielo.” Esta analogía fue apropiada
ya que solo cinco días antes, El teniente coronel John H. Glenn había sido el primer
americano en orbitar la tierra en su nave espacial Friendship 7. 

Dado que San Matías es un Apóstol, en abril de 1973, el nombre fue cambiado oficialmente
de parroquia de San Matías y de allí en adelante se reconoció como Iglesia de San Matías
Apóstol.
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St. Matthias parish was blessed to have the Reverend E. Albert Hughes appointed in June
1960 as its Founding Pastor. He had been, since his Ordination in 1945, an exemplary and
inspiring Assistant Pastor at St. Jerome’s parish in Hyattsville and at St. James’ parish in Mt.
Rainier. Much loved in both these parishes, he brought a priestly charisma to our new
parish. The material burdens of building a church, school and convent were great, but
Father’s prime concern was the spiritual well-being of his flock.
 
After attending Loyola High School, Loyola College and St. Mary’s Seminary, all in
Baltimore, Father Hughes was ordained by Bishop John J. McNamara on March 17, 1945, in
Baltimore’s Basilica of the Assumption. The Blessed Mother and St. Patrick were ever after
important to Father, their Feast Days special for him. His first Pastorate, St. Matthias
parish, crowned a notable priestly career. 

On the Silver Jubilee of his Ordination, Father Hughes was named an “Outstanding Citizen
of Maryland” by Governor Marvin Mandel. He had indeed fulfilled the trust expressed in
Patrick Cardinal O’Boyle’s appointing letter of 1960, “...that the same devoted service and
zeal which distinguished your years at St. James’ in Mt. Rainier will continue for the souls
entrusted to your care at the new parish of St. Matthias.” 

Sadly, Father Hughes died of a heart attack at the age of 59 on October 14, 1980, while
visiting his hometown, Baltimore. He left an incredible legacy having accomplished much
in his thirty-five years as a priest. The buildings erected under his direction at St. Matthias
are a standing tribute to him, but his service as an extension of Christ was his greatest gift.
To quote from Monsignor Joseph Coyne’s homily at Father Hughes’ funeral Mass, “The
priest is Christ again in the midst of the multitude, giving life, healing wounds, nourishing
spiritually, being present at new Canas and securely placing the hands of his people into
the hands of God. This is Christ’s work, Christ’s mission, performed with fidelity for so
many years by this priest who has gone before us to God. He labored with distinction, and
the result is many living and deceased, on their way to God, their Father.” 

Father Hughes will always be represented at St. Matthias through his living legacy that is
our parish, and he will be remembered in our hearts forever.

A TRIBUTE TO OUR 
FOUNDING PASTOR 
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PARISH HISTORY
On June 18, 1960, Reverend E. Albert Hughes assumed his duties as the first Pastor of Saint
Matthias the Apostle. 

His flock was comprised of some 265 families drawn from Saint Mary’s in Landover Hills
and Ascension in Bowie. A nearly 12-acre site had been purchased for the new church and
school by the Archdiocese of Washington. Father Hughes’ home and the rectory were first
located on Fontana Drive, and his first order of business was to inaugurate the Church,
School, and Convent Building Fund Campaign in order to provide permanent facilities for
the new parish on Annapolis Road. While the fundraising and construction were underway,
the parishioners celebrated Masses at the Chapel of the Divine Savior Seminary on Princess
Garden Parkway in Lanham. The statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus from that seminary
currently stands in a place of honor between the rectory and school entrances. 

The contract for construction of the church, school and convent was awarded April 27,
1961. The groundbreaking ceremony for the new church was held on April 23, 1961.
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On Sunday, February 25, 1962, an overflow crowd of 700 parishioners gathered to watch
and pray as The Most Reverend Patrick A. O’Boyle solemnly blessed and dedicated the new
steel and glass church of contemporary architecture. The new four classroom school was
also blessed that same day. Archbishop O’Boyle congratulated the priests and people on
their many sacrifices that provided a sacred place in which to celebrate the sacraments
and to teach the children of the parish and community the faith of Jesus Christ. During the
dedication Mass and ceremony, Archbishop O’Boyle thanked everyone for, “…your hard
work and sacrifices in making possible this beautiful church for the honor and glory of
God and the betterment of your immortal souls!”

Some 790 families call Saint Matthias the Apostle their spiritual home today. For six
decades it has faithfully continued the work of the Lord proclaiming and teaching the
gospel of Jesus Christ to all who would come seeking an encounter with the love of God!

There have been changes during the past 60 years, and these changes have fashioned us
into the rich and dynamic community of believers we are today. You will find within our
parish a rich diversity of people that are woven together by our Catholic faith into a
beautiful tapestry rich in age, language, and culture. Our constant mission and purpose at
St. Matthias is to grow in the knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus and to serve the needs
of all who call this church their home and to those in our surrounding community.

We have been especially blessed for 60 years to have a Catholic elementary school that
provides a quality education for our children. Our students infuse the parish with life and
joy. Of special importance is the daily invitation for all of us to share with them the faith
we were fortunate enough to receive from our parents, grandparents, and great-
grandparents!

PARISH HISTORY 
Continued
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Father Downs presiding over Mass  
with Brian and Bruce Manning, 1969.



Our Priests 
Reverend Avelino González | Pastor 2022 - Present  

Fr. Avelino was born in Camaguey, Cuba and received a Bachelor’s degree in mechanical
engineering from The Catholic University of America. Prior to entering the seminary, he
worked as a mechanical engineer at the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Carderock, MD in
the area of underwater acoustics. In May 2001, he received an M.A. in Sacred Theology
from the Notre Dame Graduate School of Christendom College in Alexandria, VA. After
discerning a call to the priesthood, he entered the seminary in 2001 and earned a licentiate
degree in Biblical Theology from the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, Italy.

He was ordained a Catholic priest on May 27, 2006. From 2016 to early 2022, Fr. Avelino
served at the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity at the Holy See (Vatican). 
Fr. Avelino has served as pastor of St. Joseph’s on Capitol Hill and St. Gabriel Catholic
Church in NW, Washington, DC. Father Avelino currently serves as our Pastor at St.
Matthias the Apostle Church here in Lanham, Maryland. Before his tenure here, he served
as associate pastor at St. Michael the Archangel parish in Silver Spring, MD and at St.
Martin of Tours parish in Gaithersburg, MD.

Rev. Avelino Gonzalez 2022 – Present
Rev. John H. Kennealy 2017 – 2022
Rev. Milton E. Jordan 2014 – 2017
Rev. Jeffrey M. Defayette 2001 – 2014
Msgr. John J. Scanlan (D) 1990 – 2001

Rev. Robert Golas 2006 – 2008
Rev. Damian Shadwell 1999 – 2000
Rev. Esmon McManus 1996 – 1999
Rev. Everett Pearson (D) Mar 95 – Jul 95
Rev. Matthew Thompson  Aug 94 – Dec 94
Rev. Harry Jacobs (D) 1991 – 1992
Rev. Robert Cousins (D) 1987 – 1994
Rev. Paul Liston (D) 1987 – 1994
Rev. Joseph Perkins 1985 – 1987
Rev. Karl A. Chimiak 1983 – 1987

Rev. Canice Chinyyeaka Enyiaka 2015-Present
Rev. Jaroslaw Gamrot 2003-2006
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Msgr. Joseph Ranieri 1982 – 1990
Rev. Thomas Shafer (D) 1975 – 1982

Rev. Alphonsus Smith (D) 1972 – 1975
Rev. E. Albert Hughes (D) 1960 – 1972

Pastors

Rev. Walter L. Lawrence (D) 1980 – 1985
Rev. Leman M. Fournier (D) 1978 – 1983

Rev. L. James Downs 1977 – 1980
Rev. William F. Duffy(D) 1976 – 1978

Rev. Edward B. Pritchard (D) 1974 – 1976
Rev. James M. Cooney (D) 1973 – 1974

Rev. David J. Conway(D) 1969 – 1972
Rev. L. James Downs 1966 – 1969
Rev. Peter R. Alliata 1961 – 1966

Rev. John O’Neill 1974-1976
Rev. Dennis R. Clark 1972-1973

Associate Pastors 

In Residence 



In September 1961, the doors of the school welcomed 90 students who entered as first and
second graders. The school was staffed by the Sisters of Divine Providence. The Academy of
Saint Matthias the Apostle has come a mighty long way from its humble beginnings! The
school currently welcomes students in preschool (age 3) through Grade 8 of all religious,
racial, and ethnic backgrounds. This academy is a coeducational Catholic school operating
under the direction of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington, DC, and serves as a
parish school to St. Matthias the Apostle Catholic Church in Lanham, Maryland. The school
provides an integrated education program of religion and strong academics leading to the
development of the whole child. The school continually evaluates and upgrades its
program to reaffirm its direction and goals. It seeks to strengthen its role in teaching the
values of the Catholic Church. 

Our school is accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools and is a
recipient of the U.S. Department of Education’s Certificate of Merit. St. Matthias proudly
received an outstanding evaluation during its most recent accreditation process. The team
remarked that they found a “warm friendly atmosphere throughout the school.” They were
particularly impressed with the “evidence of the commitment to a Catholic education”
throughout the school. Further they found the school to have a strong curriculum with
teachers that were enthusiastic and knowledgeable in their subject areas. Overall, the
accreditation team stated that, “the school’s purpose is clear, and it is in a good position to
continue moving forward.”
(Continued on Page 12)

The Academy of 
St. Matthias the Apostle

11
Academy of St. Matthias the Apostle Class of 2022



Home and School Association (HSA)
 

This organization comprises parents, guardians, and teachers who share their time and
talents to put on fun events like Pancakes and Pjs, Chick-fil-A Day, Pizza Friday and Class
Parties.The HSA is also responsible for running all school fundraisers some of which
include our extremely successful FUNd Run and coming back during Lent... the Fish Fry.

The Academy of Saint Matthias the Apostle is dedicated to providing a school community in
which students, teachers, clergy, and parishioners come together to nurture and empower
its students to learn to live and grow into responsible, caring, well-educated Christians. 

As when our school was led by nuns in earlier years, our commitment to teaching our
students their faith is as important today as it was in 1961. Religion is a core part of daily
life at The Academy of St. Matthias the Apostle. Regular Mass attendance and class
participation in the preparation of a school liturgy is a treasured part of the religious
education program. Our parish community strives to provide an environment in which
students can be caring, respectful, and conscientious individuals. Today, Mrs. Patricia
Schratz serves as the Principal of the Academy.
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Mr. Loughner at the 2021-2022 

Back to School BBQ



We invite you to learn about the wonderful ministries that are 
essential to our parish community. Please consider joining us!

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
  

This ministry is open to adult parishioners who are practicing Catholics and in good
standing with Saint Matthias Parish. Individuals must complete mandatory training prior
to serving Holy Communion. 
 
The members of the ministry distribute Holy Communion at Mass This ministry also serves
the Parish homebound, patients at Doctor’s Hospital, and the Doctors Community
Rehabilitation & Patient Care Center. All members of this ministry are asked to make a
commitment of three years.

The coordinator of the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion is Monica Grayson.
Contact the Church office if you are interested in serving as a member of this ministry.

 

PARISH MINISTRIES AND 
ORGANIZATIONS
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The Ministry of Lectors
 

If you have attended the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at any time since 1983, you may have
observed a lay person proclaiming the Word of the Lord. This is a privileged responsibility
to assist the ordained celebrant at Mass. Throughout the world, thousands of men, women,
and youth have served and enjoyed this privilege after they receive formal training,
enabling them to confidently proclaim the Word to their congregations in a clear, distinct,
understandable, and relatable manner. Lectors also greet the congregation before Mass
begins and read announcements of importance to the parish before and/or at the close of
Mass. The moderator for our parish is Martin Kwapinski, and you can contact him at
martinkwapinski@aol.com for information about this special ministry.



Altar Server Ministry
One of the basic building blocks for all Catholic communities is gathering for the
celebration of the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, and Altar Servers hold a privileged
place in these celebrations. More than just an "assistant” to the priest/deacon, the Server
exercises a ministry of service to the community and to the one in whose name we gather,
Jesus Christ. As with all liturgical ministers, Servers both personally participate in the
liturgy, and contribute to the worship experience of the gathered community. St John Paul
II said of Altar Servers, "Your commitment to the altar is not only a duty, but a great honor,
a genuine holy service...the altar server occupies a privileged place in the liturgical
celebration. The altar server presents himself (herself) to a community and experiences
firsthand that Jesus Christ is present and active in every liturgical act." Serving at the Altar
helps increase one’s faith and builds a unique relationship between the Server and Jesus
Christ and offers the St. Matthias community the opportunity to pray, worship, and grow
in faith. Our community is called to be centered in the celebration of the Eucharist while
we support the spiritual, liturgical, educational, and social growth of our members.

This is a very important ministry that enables our community to live our mission in the
world. Participation in the altar server ministry is highly encouraged, and adults and
youth are particularly encouraged to join this ministry. We are most in need of altar
servers for the Saturday and Sunday evening masses, but welcome anyone interested in
serving our Lord through this ministry.

When youth serve, this ministry truly becomes a family commitment as parents play a key
role in a Server's participation. Behind every successful Altar Server are parents who
encourage their child and get them to the Masses that they serve. 

Mr. Charles Johnson serves as Altar Server Ministry Coordinator and welcomes any
questions you may have. Please feel free to email inquiries to cleojohn2@msn.com.
Together, let us bring our gifts to the table of The Lord.

Choir and Music
 

From the earliest days, St. Matthias parish has been blessed with a choir. Margaret Gauges
was the first Director and doubled as organist. Over the years as choir members surged
and waned, the Traditional Choir remained, and additional choirs emerged. Some of the
previous choirs included: Folk Mass, Youth, and a Gospel Choir (made up of members from
St. Matthias and St. Joseph’s, Largo, MD). The diversity in our parish has allowed the parish
to expand our music program to include: African, Filipino, and Spanish choirs.

If you love to sing and would like to join one of our existing choirs, the director of the
Traditional choir, is Regina Loffredo. The Parish Music Director is Deborah Kijak-Hess, and
she can be contacted through the church office.
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Ushers
Thankfully, St. Matthias has been able to maintain a dedicated group of ushers. They are
often the first person people encounter when they enter the vestibule. An important aspect
of the service of our ushers is to direct people to seats, help the elderly and persons with
disabilities get in and out of service and ensure they receive the Holy Eucharist. Ushers also
take up the collection, participate in other special ceremonies during Holy Week, pass out
the church bulletin after Mass, answer questions, and assist parishioners in other ways as
needed. Sylvester Ikpi serves as the Head of Usher Ministry, and he may be reached
through the parish office.

Greeters
 

It is the greeter’s responsibility to await the entry of parishioners and visitors into the
vestibule of the church and to welcome them to Mass. The gracious “greeting” extended is
the first example of Christian kindness parishioners and visitors receive when they enter
the Lord’s house. As needed, the greeters also assist the ushers in various ways, such as
notifying ushers of anyone who may need the Holy Eucharist brought to them in the pew.
The coordinator for our parish greeters is Marion Prout. She may be contacted through
the parish office.

Liturgical Committee
 

Individuals representing each of the Liturgical Ministries work in concert with the pastor
in coordinating Sunday Masses, Liturgical Seasons, and Holy Day Celebrations.

Parish Finance Council
 

Members of the Finance Council work with the pastor to address all assets and
expenditures of the church and the Academy. To learn more about this ministry and/or to
join, please call or email the parish office.
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Parish Pastoral Council
 

St. Matthias Parish Pastoral Council was formed in 1967 and operated in accordance with
the decree on the Apostolate of the Laity-Vatican II. The Pastor presides over the Council.
The Council assists the Pastor in his planning for the parish with expert opinion and
advice for the good of the Church. The Council (Code of Canon Law 511-514) is established
based on the wishes of the Bishop of the Diocese and is not a decision-making body, but
rather, it possesses a consultative vote with the Pastor making the final decision. 

The current structure of the Pastoral Council is based on the new Code of Canon Law
promulgated by Pope Saint John Paul II in 1983. Ultimately, the Parish Council assists the
Pastor with discerning and achieving the overall good of the parish and its Mission.

Because of the consultative nature of the Pastoral Council, the council policy is designed
to be flexible. In addition to the Pastor; there is an Executive Committee, Secretary, and
Ex-Officio Members (parochial vicars, permanent deacons). Membership ranges from six
to 15 individuals who are registered parishioners who are not employees of the parish.
The membership term is usually three years with renewal options. All nominated
members must be approved by the Pastor. 

The Pastor strives to maintain a representative balance of membership on the council
reflective of the diversity of the parish community. The Council discusses and deliberates
over all areas of parish life. These areas include but are not limited to: Liturgy; Religious
Education; School; Administration; Community Building/Hospitality/Fellowship; Social
Justice; Pastoral Care of the Sick and Elderly; and Youth. 

Don Aitcheson is the current Chairman of the Pastoral Council, and he may be contacted
through the parish office.
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Parish Social Life Committee (PSLC)
 

The Parish Social Life Committee itself was an initiative that came to life with the blessing
of Fr. Milt. It was conceptually developed by Fr. Canice. Thad Ereme recruited the initial
members and established the operational procedures. This committee works to organize,
promote, and maintain community fellowship by way of events, activities, and programs.
These functions lead to improved networking and evangelization. The key to our success
is that the membership of the PSLC reflects the diversity of the church.

The Parish Social Life Committee operates like a hospitality committee. Our members: 1.)
build and support the parish community by bringing people together, 2.) forms bonds and
develops a deeper spiritual knowledge with other parishioners, and 3.) establishes and
maintains a welcoming environment of comfort and relaxation for our parishioners and
guests. The PSLC develops and maintains relations with the church ministries and
organizations and with the school. This allows the committee to draw on the vast number
of volunteers here at St. Matthias. When the PSLC hosts very large events it is crucial that
we recruit those volunteers to set up, decorate, maintain crowd control, handle logistics,
break down and clean up.

The PSLC hosts events like picnics, festivals, luncheons, special days of recognition,
farewell and welcome gatherings for the outgoing and incoming priests, multicultural day
celebrations, volunteer appreciation luncheons, after Mass refreshments, and milestones
for the church, priests, and deacons. The chair of the PSLC is Zita Givens, and she can be
reached through the parish office.
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Mother Seton Council #5381
Knights of Columbus (KOC)

 
The Knights of Columbus are men of character and conviction who are driven by faith
and conscience to do meaningful work at St. Matthias and in the community. The KOC
held their 60th Installation of Officers on Sunday, July 31, 2022. The installation was
conducted by District Deputy Harold Sanders, ably assisted by District Warden Charles
Briscoe who was also installed at the event (photo below).

Throughout these 60 years, the KOC has worked diligently to recruit new members and do
works of charity.  Those who desire to join this group, they will find that the Knights have
many programs and committees that will welcome volunteers to share their talent for the
support of the faithful. In addition to the brotherhood experienced in this group, the
Knights conduct fundraisers that provide monies for the support of the parish, such as
funding renovations to the church, the projection system, and scholarships to name a few.

The challenge to all of the members is to work hard to try and increase the number of
scholarships that can be provided to deserving students.  Fundraising occurs throughout
the year. There are many parishioners who look forward to the KOC Annual raffle, and
some join the Knights when they are working at FedEx Field during football season.

All efforts made by the Knights turns into a boost for the church, the school, and the
community. The Knights meet the first and third Tuesday of every month in the Hughes
Center. The Grand Knight is Aneurin M’Carthy PGK. If you would like to join the Knights,
he can be reached through the parish office.
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Ladies of Charity (LOC)
 

The Ladies of Charity is the world’s oldest faith-based volunteer group. It was formed in
17th century France and was founded by St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac.
They are recognized throughout the world as champions of the poor and underprivileged.
The seeds sown by these two heroes of charity have grown into a worldwide ministry for
social justice, with 420,000 members in 43 countries.

St. Matthias the Apostle Parish Ladies of Charity was chartered in 1966 by Father E. Albert
Hughes, the founding pastor. Currently, this group of women are charged with coming
together to minister to the disadvantaged of the parish and community. Meetings are held
in the Hughes Center on the second Thursday of each month from September to June after
morning Mass.

 LOC members participate in several activities within the Prince George’s County (PGC)
community as well as in the Archdiocese of Washington (ADW).  Some of these activities
include, but are not limited to, the following:

 1.     Weekly Parish food pantry
 2.     ADW Communion Brunch
 3.     Bingo and birthday parties at Sacred Heart Nursing Home
 4.     May Day Celebration at St. Ann’s Center for Children, Youth and Families
 5.     PGC Quarterly Meetings
 6.     Shepherd’s Cove project (an emergency shelter for women and children)

The LOC distributes food on Fridays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon except for Federal Holidays,
Holy days, and Fridays after Thanksgiving and Christmas. They provide clients with
information about other food distributions that may be occurring at St. Matthias and
locally.

These ladies have been able to purchase a refrigerator and two freezers which has
expanded the parish pantry to include fresh fruits and vegetables and frozen meats. They
provide Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets and host an annual “Giving Tree” which
donates Christmas gifts to several local charities.

19



Ladies of Charity Continued 
Other activities members have participated in since their charter 56 years ago include:
collecting funds for pregnancy aid centers; providing food for AIDS patients at Damian
Ministries and the elderly homeless at Gift of Peace; donating gifts and monetary donations
to St. Ann’s Infant Home; making preemie hats for newborns and lap blankets for wheel
chair bound patients; helping St. Matthias school and Faith Formation students with
expenses for First Communion dresses, field trips, special dietary needs and lunches;
donating blankets and other items to college-bound graduating seniors from the St.
Matthias Youth Ministry; helping a struggling family with a Christmas tree, trimmings, and
gift cards; helping with Parish food distributions during the pandemic; providing Personal
Protective Equipment to St. Matthias Academy, the local fire department, and Sacred Heart
Nursing Home; donating air purifiers to the school; and establishing a committee to contact
sick and homebound parish members. 

Spiritual needs have been nourished with Lenten Bible studies, days of recollection,
Rosaries, and special Masses, and they have enjoyed fellowship with lunches, field trips,
and quarterly meetings. 

If you would like to become a Lady of Charity, they would love to have you join them!
Please contact Arlene Taylor, LOC President, through the parish office. They humbly ask for
your prayers, so they may continue this important work.

Altar Society 
 

Parishioners and friends of Saint Matthias work together to maintain the very polished
appearance of the altar area. The group does a fantastic job keeping the altar area in
excellent shape. Other services provided by this team include light cleaning of the
sacristy, such as dusting and straightening. Additional members assist with laundering
the small linens used on the altar during Masses. Society members usually work in small
groups so that they can assist each other. The priests are very grateful of the work the
members do. The Society always welcomes new members. Peg Chappell is the coordinator
and can be reached through the church office.
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Sacristan
 

Sacristans are the unsung heroes of most parishes. Many of the Sacristan’s duties are
related to taking care of the Sacristy (hence the name Sacristan) and the sacred objects used
in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The Sacristan is usually the first person to arrive and the
last person to leave for every Mass. Sacristans care for altar linens, order wine and hosts,
arrange liturgical books for the altar, lay out vestments for the clergy, light candles and
even help with cleaning up after the Mass has ended. Sacristans are also responsible for
keeping the holy water reservoirs clean and filled at all times. Regarding the Sacristan, Fr.
Avelino has said, “When I arrive in the Sacristy and see the Sacristan already there, a great
sense of relief comes to me. I know everything related to the Mass will be alright.
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Money Counters
 

Parishioners that support this ministry are responsible for the tabulation of weekly
offerings. They typically convene on Monday mornings to complete their work on behalf
of the parish. To learn more about this ministry and/or to join, please call or email the
parish office.

Leisure Club
 

This is an interfaith church social club for seniors (50+) who fellowship, have luncheons,
take trips, and share in many enjoyable and memorable activities. These young at heart
individuals support and encourage each other, and they know how to have a good time!
The coordinator is Pat Makowski, and she can be contacted at 301-213-8889.

Jesus Our Redeemer Catholic Charismatic Renewal Group 
 

This prayer group is open to all who wish to join others in a Bible-based discussion and
devout prayer sessions. If you have a desire to develop a deeper connection with Jesus
Christ and enhance your understanding of God’s Word in the Bible, please consider
joining this group. Please contact Emmanuel Amanyeiwe at d_amans@yahoo.com.

Grief Support Services
 

St. Matthias the Apostle Parish invites those who have faced a significant loss to join our
on-going Grief Support Group. Participants experience the support and caring of other
grieving persons, as well as receive helpful information about grieving and the grief
process. Sessions are held every Saturday from 9:00–10:30 a.m. in the school library.
Miriam Jacik is the coordinator for this ministry and can be reached through the parish
office



Bible Study
Fr. Avelino offers classes in the Sacred Scriptures throughout the year. They are usually
offered on Tuesday (Spanish) and Wednesday (English) evenings from 7-9 pm. These
classes are held in Friendship Hall in-person or can be attended on-line.
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Religious Education:
 

Faith Formation
 

Teachers involved in this ministry are charged with passing on the Catholic faith to our
children.  This is an extremely significant responsibility given that these teachers also
prepare the children spiritually to receive the sacraments (Penance, First Holy
Communion, and Confirmation).  Classes are held on Sundays during the academic school
year.  Volunteers are needed to teach the catechism, be aides in the classroom and monitor
the halls.  All children in 1st-8th grade must be registered to participate in Faith Formation.  
To register your child, or be an adult volunteer, contact the Faith Formation Coordinator,
Kionna Bush. She can be reached by phone at 301-459-4814 extension 205 and/or by email
at kbush@st.matthias.org.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
 

This ministry consists of the entire body of Christ (all our parish members). Currently,
there is only one member on the actual team providing services (Deacon Alton Davis). The
ministry is about spreading the faith by engaging sisters and brothers in the ministry of
service for Christ Jesus. The ministry helps our sisters and brothers to find out who they
are, how they got here, what the teachings of the church are, the scriptures, and what is
expected of them if they decide to join the local church. It also lets them know how the
local church fits in with the story of the entire Catholic Church locally, nationally, and
internationally. We look forward to receiving new members, and we invite our current
parish members to come and share and be a part of the body of Christ and what it all
means to everyone. There is no obligation on the part of inquirers, and anyone can come to
a session or two or more and feel welcome and express what they know and what they 
have always been curious about in the Catholic faith. Those interested in RCIA should
contact Deacon Alton Davis who may be reached through the parish office.



Youth Programs:
 

Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) 
 

This program is for students who attend the Academy of St. Matthias the Apostle.  The
CYO offers team sports.  Students learn the skills necessary to play their chosen sport as
well as leadership, how to work with others, to listen and grow. The coaches are parents
of students. Currently, St. Matthias participates in CYO soccer. Contact the school office for
more information.

Youth Ministry
 

The Saint Matthias Youth Ministry is committed to fostering personal and spiritual
growth, developing talents in service, encouraging safe and supportive space, and
reinforcing the love of Jesus Christ by the young people of the parish. During our liturgical
year, our ministry focuses on fruits of the spirit, corporal works of mercy, leaders in the
Bible, and Catholic Social Teachings.

Important facts about the Teen Youth Ministry Group:
 -Meets the second Sunday of the month at the Hughes Center (October – June)
 -Performs service activities within the Lanham, MD community
 -Open to Saint Matthias young people in grades 9 through 12
 -Parental permission must be provided for youth to participate

The Youth Ministry Coordinator is Le-Marie Thompson who may be reached through the
parish office.
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Girl Scouts

Scouting has been a long tradition at St. Matthias. The scouting program prepares young
women to be tomorrow’s leaders through discovering themselves and their values,
connecting with others and taking action to improve their communities and the world. If
your daughter would like to take part in scouting at St. Matthias, please contact Michelle
Hayling at 301-792-8491 or sappire2@verizon.net.



My Story
 

This section captures reflections of our church history through the words 
and experiences of our St. Matthias parishioners.  
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Father E. Albert Hughes was appointed as founding pastor in June 1960 of Saint Matthias
Parish. My family and I were also founding members of Saint Matthias. Before the church
was built, we attended Mass at Saint Mary's church in Landover Hills, MD, and then at the
Chapel of the Divine Seminary on Princess Garden Parkway in Lanham. 

My oldest son graduated from Saint Mary's while construction was underway at Saint
Matthias. My other five children attended St. Matthias which was staffed by the Sisters of
the Divine Providence. The oldest, of those five, was in the first graduating, Holy Eucharist,
and Confirmation classes. 

My husband was one of the Building Fund chairmen, a member of the Holy Name Society
and with Joe Corson coached CYO baseball. He was a member of the Parish Council formed
in 1967. In 1962, I became a member of the Sodality of Our Blessed Mother and a member
of the Altar Society. My husband and I were also members of the Cana Club. I am presently
a member of the Leisure Club.  

Juanita Pielmeier-McGinn — Parishioner since 196 

In April I will be 94 years old. I am hoping to be in good health. At church, I still do lines
and help count the collection with the other counters.

I came to St. Matthias in February of 1961.As the children were young, I am not sure how I
started working with the church. Lorraine, I think asked me to work Bingo with her and
that may have been the beginning of my involvement.Then, Deacon Jay and Nancy Pyle
asked me to sponsor a woman that came into our church. Then, Richard Barber asked me
to help with parties, etc. We had a lot of weddings, parties, etc. How I became a lector, I
can’t remember. I do recall that Father L. James Downs asked Marie Rodgers and woman
named Barbara and me to help at the hospital on Fridays. I did this until I went to Seton to
work. I worked for 20 years until my husband Carl’s health began to fade. Still, in that time,
I taught 4th grade then 2nd and then 1st grade religion.

In 1970, surprise, I had a son. We were a bunch of 40-year-olds and were back to school. In
school we fed children hot dog lunches once a month, then pizza once a month.
(Continued on Page 25)



I even was a lector for Thursday Mass. I was in the nurse’s room until they had to get real 
nurses. I can absolutely say no child got badly hurt on my watch. Thank God!

Later, I joined the Leisure Club. I had fun especially when we would rent a bus to go 
gambling.

I also did cleaning in the church. You name it, I guess I never said “No.” We had a lot of 
good priests. I was glad to do what I could but my time is short on this world. I hope I can 
do the things I do. I do love the people I have known alive and dead.

Ethel Levock—Parishioner since 1961
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In the summer of 1959, my parents and I moved to our newly built house in New Carrollton
from our old house in DC in St. Anthony’s parish within walking distance of the Franciscan
Monastery and Priory (now St. Anselm’s Abbey) high school where I was a rising senior.
We were in St. Mary’s parish for a couple years (well before they built their new church
building). Around 1962 St. Matthias annexed about half of New Carrollton and we were in
yet another parish. Father Albert Hughes was our pastor. [Aside: Father Hughes’ sister, Sr.
Clare Hughes, a Daughter of Charity, died just this past June. She was at Emmitsburg along
with my father’s sister who was also a Daughter of Charity. Sr. Clare was a nun for 79
years.]

 I remember that we were frequently the family selected to bring up the gifts at Sunday
Mass. My mother, Charlotte, was quite active in the Ladies of Charity for many years. She
was their secretary for much of the 1990s; I used to type her minutes into my new home
computer and print them for her (and Monsignor Scanlan and Father Liston). She also
went on several trips with the Leisure Club; she rode (or at least sat on) a camel during
their trip to the Holy Land.

 It has been my pleasure to usher at the 5:00 pm (now 4:00 pm) Saturday evening Mass for
many years. I remember fellow Saturday evening ushers George Bryce and Tom Butash
who have passed on; and Thad Ereme who has moved away.

Christopher Daly—Parishioner since 1962



My name is Angie. I have lived in Lanham since the 60s when my husband, John, and I
moved here from Pennsylvania with our 4 children. The local church was St. Matthias the
Apostle where Father Hughes was appointed the first Pastor when we became parishioners
in 1962. We got involved within the parish volunteering at the Salvadorian Seminary on
Good Luck Road, Lanham. The seminarians had a great influence on our youth. The
seminary was in trouble, so we helped them fundraise within the neighborhoods to “Save
the Seminary”. It was unsuccessful until the actual church building was erected. My family
and many others attended church services at the seminary. There was even an outdoor
altar made for Masses.  

My husband was very involved with the church in the beginning. My children took part in
sports and the CYO came about by the parents because there were no chaperones or
coaches. CYO was Catholic Youth Organization where not only were sports offered, but they
also had socials and picnics held for the families to make friends.

Father Ranieri, another pastor at the church asked me to coordinate the First Friday
festivity. This was held in the back of the church after Mass. This was a volunteer social,
and they still meet on First Fridays now. Parishioners thought that the church paid for the
food offered but it was paid for by some of the morning Mass goers. 

Father Cousins asked me to participate as an EMHC in the church. I expressed the need for
the homebound to receive Holy Communion too because only priests went to homes in
those days. This was a perfect opportunity for me since I took care of homebound people in
my home and today EMHC can visit the homebound. 

Father Scanlon asked me to coordinate a candle ceremony for parishioners at funerals.
Each person at the end of a pew was given a lit candle as the casket came down the aisle.
The Ladies of Charity still do this today for their members when one dies.

In the late 70s, I think the Leisure Club started and I was active along with the men and
women of the group. We went on trips, had speakers, went out to eat, there was always
activity going on at the meetings. At that time, they had more members than today. The
Leisure Club is still meeting on Mondays. We had a wonderful Youth Group leader named
Donna Stewart Moore. She was a DC police officer along with her husband. She loved to
work with the youth. She kept them busy with different projects and programs. They had
fun but she always had religious events for them too. 
(Continued on Page 27 
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Father Scanlon gave the blessing and approved the Polka Mass and dinner dances in the
late 80s/90s. These dances were scattered around the area at other churches. When the
dance was at St. Matthias, we made it a night with food and drinks down in Friendship
Hall. This was a big social for our church. Since this was a fundraiser for the Auxiliary
Knights of Columbus Ladies, the funds were donated to their charities, especially Cancer
Camp for Kids.

Another project I started under Father Rainier, was the soup kitchen with a woman named
Henrietta. I asked other parishioners to help especially when feeding the hungry at the
First United Methodist church in Hyattsville. We had two groups which participated four
times a year. Each group cooked the food and served at the church. 

Examples that we set for our children of the younger generation allowed my daughter to
follow in our footsteps when she started the kindergarten program for the school in 1981-
82. We were proud of her.

I joined the Ladies of Charity and continue to do charitable work for the disadvantaged in
our community. For everyone we worked with over the years at our parish, we passed on
the knowledge we received to make our church great.

Angelina Opalski—Parishioner since 1962 
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Artist  rendoring of the Church campus.



Richard and I started going to St. Matthias the Apostle Church in the early 1970s and soon
became very active.  Richard was on the Parish Council; on the money counters and helped
with yard work and whatever he was asked and able to do.
 
I was also a money counter, an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, on the Altar
Society; Ladies of Charity; and a parish Administrative Assistant.  After retirement from
work, I went to daily mass, but now that I have moved about 40 minutes away, I only go to
mass on either Saturday at 4:00 pm or Sunday at 9:45 am and at the noon mass on
Mondays.  I still feel St. Matthias is my parish but will be moving even further away and
will have to change parishes.
 
Both Richard and I loved St. Matthias and pray that it will continue to be a church for all
who come there to become active and loving parishioners.

Carmen Kosko—Parishioner since the 1970s

In the 1970s our parish was blessed with many school-age children. CCD classes were held
on Saturday in two sessions for each grade. I became a part of this as a religious education
teacher for over 30 years. I cherish those moments.

The 1990s brought the publication of the quarterly newsletter, The Parish Gazette of St.
Matthias. The parishioners were very active and most of those activities were recorded.
For example:

1.) End of Year Recognition, 2.) Interfaith Action Communities, 3) St. Matthias School Band,
4) Music Ministry Update, 5) Knights of Columbus, and 5) Youth Group Update. Bill
Pinchback was a regular contributor.

In 1995, I became a Eucharistic Minister and remained on the job until 2020.

Romaine Pinchback—Parishioner since 1970
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During the early days of the Home School Association, the Ways and Means Committee took
on the task of getting transportation for the Nuns. Do you remember 50 plus years ago
when you could get almost anything with a collection of green stamps.

Amazing, isn’t it? You can believe it or not, but the Ways and Means Committee took on the
task of collecting enough green stamps to get a station wagon for the Sisters at St. Matthias!
After many, many, many hours of collecting and pasting, the Sisters were indeed presented
with a station wagon.

I will never forget the time and dedication it took to accomplish that task. I have other fond
memories while serving in various roles at the church.  I sent two of my three children (my
daughter, Duwann, and my son, Kevin) to school at St. Matthias. Duwann attended through
the 8th grade and graduated. Also, one of my grandsons, Roy, attended the school as well, K-
3rd grade. My husband, Alphonso, was a member of the Knights of Columbus. He passed
away in October of 2005 and his funeral service was held at St. Matthias.

I have served as a Eucharist Minister at Doctors Community Rehabilitation and Patient Care
Center in Lanham, MD, on Sundays.  I am a current member of the Parish Social Life
Committee. Along with other members of the committee, I have helped with food
distribution, multicultural events, the Volunteers’ Appreciation luncheons, and farewell and
welcome celebrations for outgoing and incoming priests.  I also volunteer in the church
front office. I may be 95 but I still have my wit, my limbs work, and I enjoy supporting my
church.

Melba Adams—Parishioner since 1970

My name is Patricia Jameson-Fletcher, I was born in 1935 and raised in a brick house on the
property adjoining St. Matthias Church and School. 

In the year of 1955 my father, Thomas H. Jameson donated a parcel of our land to Patrick A.
O’Boyle, Archbishop of Washington DC for the church and school to be built on. At that time
the property was solid woods. My brother William Jameson and I grew up playing in the
woods where the church now stands. After the church was built my father cut a path
through the woods for us to walk to church. My mother Beulah Jameson would bake pies
and cakes to carry to the priest.

My mom and dad were members of the parish on the first day the church opened. I became
a member of the church in 1973 the year my dad passed away. After my dad passed, it
meant a lot to my mom to have me attend church with her. Before that I was a member of
Saint Mary's Church in Landover Hills.

I thank God that I have lived in good health to be able to celebrate the 60th anniversary of
our church.

Patricia Jameson-Fletcher—Parishioner since 1973



My family and I have been an active part of this congregations since 1976. Both of my
children attended CCD and were confirmed at St. Matthias. I have enjoyed working with
several church programs, projects, and ministries over the years. Some of them include
CCD, lectors, Parish Social Life Committee, Youth Ministry, a volunteer in the Hughes
Center, and the Ladies of Charity.  I have been blessed to serve as the President of the
Ladies of Charity for the past 5 years.

I am also a member of a group informally known as the “Breakfast Club” at St. Matthias.
Basically, it is a group 6-8 women who go out to breakfast together on the 3rd Sunday right
after the 8:00 am Mass.  We enjoy each other’s company, having a good meal together, and
just the synergy of being with other women of faith. 

St. Matthias has grown with and adapted to an ever-changing community.  With COVID, we
assembled volumes of food and distributed it to those in the community. We worked with a
team from Luminis Health and brought vaccines to the church to help save people from the
dreadful virus. We gave out PPE to firehouses and the Academy. This is an awesome church
with dedicated volunteers. We promote the love of Christ daily. As Christ reaches out to
those who seek His love, St. Matthias Church reaches out to all who seek Christian
fellowship and service.

On the occasion of this 60th Anniversary, let’s celebrate our distinguished history as we
work together towards our goals that glorify God!

Arlene Taylor—Parishioner since 1976

I have been a parishioner at St. Matthias for 45 years.  My mom, dad, and Uncle Daniel
Thomas were also members at St. Matthias.  Uncle Daniel was an usher at the 8:00 am Mass
until he was in his 90s. My cousin, Louis Snowden serves as an usher at that 8:00 am service
now. Romaine Pinchback taught my kids CCD.  My daughter was married at St. Matthias.
 
Many people at St. Matthias have been in my life for a very long time.  I have known
Jeannette Davis for a long time since were young.  Arlene Taylor and I went to school
together. Arlene told me one day you volunteer so much you might as well join the Ladies
of Charity (LOC).  With that invitation, I did join and have been helping the ladies with
charitable deeds ever since.  Through the LOC and their relationship with the Parish Social
Life Committee, you often see me working at their food drives, or manning a table at one of
their large events.  I am the Coordinator of the Greeters.  Thad Ereme recruited me to lead
this ministry.  I also volunteer in the front office in the Hughes Center. I guess I do always
volunteer.

There were those who were parishioners, friends, and a part of my spiritual life.  I will tell
anyone Bernadette Wilson was sent into my life by God.  She was such a wonderful, Godly
person. I miss her tremendously.  Bernadette, Ray and Barbara Zanin, Bill and Peg Chappell,
Carmen Kosko, and I were all in a prayer group together. Two other individuals that
consistently supported me spiritually and as a friend were Fr. Jeff and Sister Clare. 

(Continued on Page 31)
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My family (Joe and Jackie Bates) came to Saint Matthias in 1979; our children Erica and Joe
II started attending CCD. Our children met friends here and still maintain a relationship
with them. Erica and I attended Bible Study at Peg and Bill Chappell’s home. They were very
welcoming, and I met new friends. This provided an opportunity to see how individuals
personally interpret the Bible verses. 

Later, I joined the Ladies of Charity which involved a whole new adventure in serving God,
going to other churches in the archdiocese, doing charitable work, and learning what we
can do for those in need. Additionally, Joe and I joined the Saint Matthias Leisure Club
which is an interfaith group of seniors that meet to play games, travel, and fellowship. Joe
became a member of the Ushers, and I became a member of the Altar Society. 

We develop personal relationships with the Pastors and a lot of the parishioners. As
volunteers, we participated in the volunteer luncheons that were given by Father Jeff. In
addition, I was invited by Thad Ereme and Father Milton Jordan to join a committee (Parish
Social Life Committee) that would plan social events for the parish. As I reflect on our first
meeting, it seemed like it was a little United Nations with the diversity of the people around
the table. Our first church event was filled with food, dance, singing, and speaking. 

So, this is what we love about Saint Matthias, the thoughtfulness, and caring people. We
may not know everyone’s name, but we know their faces and if they are not at church, we
inquire about them. We had previously believed that as soon as our children reached 18
that we would go to Joe’s home church. However, Saint Matthias is our HOME.

Joe and Jackie Bates—Parishioners since 1979

When you make friends with your neighbor in the pew at church, those connections pop up
in other places. Like when Genevieve Greenfield and I would find ourselves at games
together when our sons played on the same little league football team. So, I have many
strong ties to St. Matthias. If God gives me another 45 more years here, I plan to always
serve God, make more friends, and reach out my hand to others to welcome them to St.
Matthias.

Marion Prout—Parishioner since approximately 1977
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My journey at Saint Matthias started in the late 1980s. My wife, Rozanna was the first to get
involved in parish life as a Parish Council member and Lector. Soon thereafter Msgr.
Scanlon cast his net and I became a member of the Parish Council, then came my time as
Chairman of the Parish Finance Council in 2001 and now perennial Chairman of the Parish
Council under 4 pastors, but who's counting? My daughter, Gabriella, who is now a
physician, is a graduate of Saint Matthias School where she started in kindergarten. 

Over the years, I have been involved in almost every aspect of life at Saint Matthias.
However, my proudest moment was in 2016 under the leadership of Fr. Milton Jordon and
with the extreme generosity of our local Knights of Columbus, Mother Seton Council #5381,
over $50,000 was donated towards the major renovation of the church to install new
flooring and other upgrades. Soon thereafter the Knights again were the driving force
behind the audio-visual system upgrade in the church, Friendship Hall and the Hughes
Center.  (It was during this time that the rectory and priest’s residence was repurposed as
church administrative offices and meeting spaces only and formerly named Hughes Center
in honor of our founding pastor.)

Saint Matthias was one of the first parishes in the area to use video screens to enhance the
worship experience. As Past Grand Knight of the Mother Seton Council, we have worked
hard to formulate different programs to generate scholarship programs to help families in
need who attend our parish school.  I encourage others to embrace the call to volunteer
and be involved in parish life, in the words of Saint James …" faith without works is dead.”

Don Aitcheson—Parishioner since the late 1980s (Sacristan since 2001)

My parents lived in this area for about 60 years. They raised five children, me being the
oldest. Some of us went to Catholic schools, the others public. We lived in the boundaries of
St. Mary’s in Landover Hills, so that is where we started our worship. Of course, we all
grew up and moved away from St. Mary’s which is how I ended up at St. Matthias the
Apostle Parish.

I was married to Harold “Ben” Self for 33 years before he succumbed to ALS. We moved to
Lanham in 1988 and joined St. Matthias to worship. Both of our children, Daniel, and Dottie
attended CCD at the church. Both received their sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy
Eucharist, and Confirmation.
 
One memory I had was in preparation for a sacrament, Father Scanlon visited our home.
We had a family meeting to talk about what was to happen during the ceremony. It had a
special meaning to all of us that a priest, our Pastor, came to our home. Daniel and Dottie
were active in the Youth Group until they completed high school. Both went off to college
and began their adult lives.

I started my involvement of volunteering at church by serving on the Altar Society. I was
invited to join the Ladies of Charity by then President, Rosemary Sorber. We collected and
gave out to community members, non-perishable food items. We assisted our Pastor,
Father Jeff, with office duties, celebrations he planned, and anyone that needed our help,
especially in the school or parishioners. We have had several different Priests/Pastors over
the years that supported our cause to help others.
(Continued on Page 33) 
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I have continued to volunteer at St. Matthias in many ways. I served on committees,
worked in the front office, served at Mass as a Eucharistic Minister, fed the hungry at a
local Church “café”, worked with the youth group, sponsored a candidate through RCIA to
convert to the Catholic Faith, and work and volunteer as a Registered Nurse at the
Academy of St. Matthias. I have felt very honored to be a parishioner at my parish. I know
so many of the people here, and they know me. 

Today, I serve on the Parish Social Life Committee with other members of our parish as we
plan this 60th Anniversary celebration of St. Matthias. The church has gone through many
layers over the 60 years that we have managed to survive with help from Fathers Milt, Jack
and Avelino. I thank you all sincerely for being here at St. Matthias and being in my life.

As I close, I am still incredibly involved with the Ladies of Charity. Our twenty-five
members volunteer countless hours to the parish. I love and admire them every day.  They
make me proud to be a Lady of Charity and of course a parishioner at St. Matthias the
Apostle Church.

Deborah Self—Parishioner since 1988

Chris and I were married in 1987 and moved to Mitchellville.  We chose St. Matthias Parish
because it had a school, and I had a degree in Music Education.  I have sung or played guitar
in church choirs since I was in middle school, so I immediately joined the Contemporary
Ensembles and later joined the Traditional Choir.  Joyce Kister was the Director of Music
and Liturgy at that time and Fr. Ranieri was the Pastor.  This story is really about Joyce
Kister.

Although I played and sang in Catholic Churches my whole life, I was not a student of
Liturgy. I don’t think Joyce had degrees in Liturgy, but it was clearly very important to her
to read and attend all events that kept her current in all things Liturgical.  She shared this
knowledge with all the musicians and Liturgical ministers at St. Matthias.  She worked at
National Pastoral Musicians (NPM) as a part-time job and was very up to date on all current
Catholic Rites.  She encouraged and enabled anyone involved in ministries to attend
workshops, and all other events in our Archdiocese that enriched our knowledge and
understanding of our faith.

When Joyce retired and moved to her hometown (Tip City, Ohio), she left a legacy that we
still practice today.  A commitment to understand and honor the Mass.  The three directors
who succeeded Joyce - Charles Pugliot, myself and currently, Deborah Kijak-Hess - have in
many ways been nurtured by Joyce and her dedication.
(Continued on Page 34)
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My name is Rita Kwapinski, and in 1990 I came to Lanham-Seabrook to live with my son
Martin and daughter-in-law Una. It was a troubling move for me because my husband had
recently died after a long series of illnesses, and my family home in Brooklyn was being
sold, and I had to move to a new and unfamiliar place.

Though I was very warmly accepted into my family here, I was at a loss for friends and
outside companionship. I took to attending Sunday Mass at St. Matthias and found out
about the parish Leisure Club, so I decided to give it a try.

This was a Godsend for me! I enjoyed meeting new friends and attending the meetings,
but mostly I really liked the trips and excursions sponsored by the Club. I could not always
participate due to my failing health, but thanks in large part to St. Matthias I made the
most of my remaining years.

Sadly, most of my friends have passed on, as did I, in the year 2000. But I am looking down
fondly on our parish, and I send you all the very best wishes for a joyful anniversary!

Rita Kwapinski—Parishioner since 1990

Joyce passed last year, and it was a pleasure to have a long chat with her husband, Paul, in
preparation for writing this.  The last, and maybe the most memorable memory I have
about Joyce, was a phrase she told me once when talking about welcoming people to a
church event, a ministry, or our Parish.  [Joyce] “I was always told to err on the side of
hospitality”.  Joyce went out of her way to share her passion for her faith and its history
with a cheerful and positive attitude.  She is definitely remembered by all who worked
with her.

She, and many like her, are a gift that the St. Matthias Community has been to us since we
have been parishioners here. 

Chris and Regina Loffredo—Parishioners since 1989
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My husband Jimmie and I registered with St. Matthias in the early 1990s. We were looking
at Catholic schools in the area and we had received positive reviews from friends and
other church members about St. Matthias. So, our daughter, Gabrielle, started her journey
with the school in kindergarten. It was a good experience for all of us. We loved the
kindergarten teacher, Ms. Freeman. My daughter was a Daisy, a Brownie, a Junior and a
Cadette. The scout leaders were fabulous. She did CYO sports (e.g., basketball, soccer, and
softball). My husband was a coach for softball. The First Communion service was beautiful
and of course, spiritually uplifting. By the time Confirmation and 8th grade graduation
occurred we were fully immersed in the school activities and church. We had all formed
lasting bonds with school parents and the students, and parishioners. 

As Gabrielle moved on to St. John’s College High School, we continued to have her enriched
spiritually by attending Youth Ministry (commonly referred to as Youth Group (YG))
meetings held on Friday nights in Friendship Hall (FH). The head of Youth Ministry was
Ms. Donna Stewart Moore. The pastor was Fr. Jeff. Back then, we had Bible Study, hosted
overnights in FH, served breakfast to the seniors, played basketball with St. Mary’s YG, and
held dances for the teens.

For her Scholars Project her senior year at St. John’s, Gabrielle wanted to form a liturgical
dance ministry at St. Matthias. Both Donna and Fr. Jeff approved and dance ministry at St.
Matthias took shape. In the spring of 2004, the dancers performed for the YG and then at St.
John’s. After our daughter left to attend Temple University, I continued to work with the YG
and the dancers.
 
Our dancers have shared their gifts at a scholarship program in Lanham, at an awards
ceremony at the National Institutes of Health, and here in Bowie at the Villa Rosa Nursing
Home. Home for the dancers is St. Matthias. Over the years, the congregation has always
welcomed us and applauded the girls for giving of their time and talent. One of the most
memorable liturgical dances was during Christmas. We had the Three Wise Men, angels,
the Little Drummer Boy (my grandson, Isaiah), Joseph, and at the last minute our Mary
couldn’t make it and my grown daughter (who had been working with the girls on
choreography) had to fill in and walked down the aisle in the Mary outfit carrying the Baby
Jesus. A little girl after service wanted to know Gabrielle’s age. I guess you can’t fool little
kids.

On another memorable note, I did have the good fortune to accompany the YG to the Papal
Mass at the Nationals Stadium on April 17, 2008. The teens in my charge and I sat in chairs
right on the field and had the best view of the altar and our cross that St. Matthias loaned
the committee that organized Pope Benedict XVI’s Mass.

Currently, in addition to assisting with Youth Ministry under the impressive leadership of
Ms. Le-Marie Thompson, I am also an usher, and the Chair of the Parish Social Life
Committee. 

Zita Givens—Parishioner since the early 1990s
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My name is Miriam Jacik.  I have been a member of St. Matthias since the early 1990s.

I was drawn to this Parish when I attended a Saturday night Mass and enjoyed the music,
so I joined the music ministry. The Contemporary Ensemble had many singers and
musicians under the direction of Steve Barry. Many years later, the Contemporary
Ensemble stopped, and I joined the Traditional Choir and I am still a member of this choir.

Having been an oncology nurse specialist for 32 years, I retired and pursued the ministry of
Grief Counseling.  I began doing grief work at St. Matthias, with the encouragement of the
pastor, Fr. Jeff Defayette, in 2002.  I became the coordinator of the Grief Support Services at
St. Matthias until 2020 when meetings were no longer possible because of the Pandemic.  I
found such great fulfillment in doing grief groups here, that I was encouraged to expand
this ministry to Riderwood Village in Silver Spring.  

I came to know many parishioners through the music ministry and grief counseling, and I
formed close relationships that continue to this day.

Miriam Jacik—Parishioner since the early 1990s

I came to Maryland from Stillwater, Oklahoma in late December 1989. We rented an
apartment in Springhill Lake Apartments, Greenbelt, Maryland, and our parish was Saint
Hugh. We moved to Lanham in 1992. The first weekend in Lanham we attended Mass at
Saint Hugh’s church because we did not know that there was a Catholic church in Lanham. 
 
We became Saint Matthias parishioners in 1992. I also joined the Knights of Columbus that
same year. I started volunteering as an usher, and my boys were altar servers. I was a
member of the Parish Council and Liturgy Council for several years. 

It was during my time on the Parish Council that the then pastor, Monsignor Scanlan asked
me to start a Nigerian Mass at St. Matthias. Since I knew some Africans in the parish who
were not Nigerians, and I did not want them to feel excluded, I suggested to the pastor that
we call it the “African Mass.” He was happy and very supportive of the name change. At
the invitation of Fr. Jeff, I was asked to be the Head Usher in 2009. I continue to hold that
position.  That is my story.

Sylvester Ikpi—Parishioner since 1992 (Head of the Ushers Ministry)  
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My wife, Janice, my children, and I came to St. Matthias in 1998. My daughter, Keemi, and
my son, Kai, graduated from St. Matthias school in 2003 and 2005, respectively. Keemi is an
OB-GYN intern in Chicago, IL, and Kai is with Homeland Security. Janice has retired from
Pharmacy after over 32 years and I’m in Real Estate as an agent and investor with licenses
in DC, Maryland, and Texas.

During my tenure at St. Matthias, I was hired by Fr. Milton Jordan in 2015.  His mandate to
me was to think outside the box in improving all aspects of the Parish and School for the
betterment of all who visit the Parish. I was given the title of Coordinator of Parish/School
Operations. Thus, with Fr. Jordan's blessings, I embarked on pushing the envelope of
improving the Parish/School as best as I could!

Some of the accomplishments include: 1) opening up the Parish Office as a true hub for
parishioners to seek/request services including developing funeral and sacramental forms;
2) returning Friendship Hall to rental status and annexing the Hughes Center similarly for
religious, charity, and educational functions (which significantly assisted the church
financially); 3) bringing in WI/FI coverage for the parish and school; 4) embarking on the
huge project of installing new flooring for the sanctuary and elevating the altar area (made
possible with strong financial assistance from the Knights of Columbus (KOC)); 5)
coordination of the Projection and Sound System in the sanctuary (also made possible by
financial contributions from the KOC); 6) installation of a new security camera system for
the parish/school; 7) standing up a new ministry-the Parish Social Life Committee (PSLC)
with great help and assistance from Fr. Canice Enyiaka; 8) coordinating and establishing a
parish wide Food Distribution Drive Program; 9) establishing with Fr. Milton Jordan and
parish staff the first Hispanic Mass; 10) coordinating a new building project an addition to
the sanctuary—St. Michael Adoration Chapel (Note: The construction was done by a former
St. Matthias Academy graduate, Lucas Gepert. He hand cut the pews with the assistance of
Fr. Milt. He installed the camera system. Hector Perez painted, and I supervised.); and 11)
served on the committee to vet and hire a new School Principal.

In 2021, my wife and I relocated to Texas. We took with us lots of fond memories from our
days at St. Matthias. I remain in contact with many people in the parish and will always
cherish the friendships that we established. 

Thad Ereme—Parishioner 1998 - 2021

Sir Kenneth Osuji and Lady Rosemarie Osuji and their entire household have been devoted
and committed members of Saint Matthias Apostle Church since 1999. Sir Kenneth Osuji is
the Deputy Grand Knight in the Knights of Columbus, and Lady Rosemarie Osuji is the
President of the African Community.  We have always enjoyed serving in this vibrant and
diverse community.

Our children, Michael Koroma and Kenneth Osuji Jr attended Saint Matthias School. In
addition, Winstina Taylor, our daughter, has played a pivotal role in coordinating many of
the events for our parish. Finally, to a reasonable extent, our family's life revolves around
the Parish community, where we share love, fellowship, and encouragement with other
families.
(Continued on Page 38)
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Saint Matthias priests played a vital role in teaching our children about the faith, which
ensured their solid spiritual foundation. Each mass provides us with the spiritual
knowledge and guidance needed to love our neighbor. We sincerely appreciate the
diversity of this community which speaks to the beauty of our all-embracing and inclusive
Father in heaven asking us to promote the ideas of one family.

Rosemarie Osuji—Parishioner since 1999

In January of 2002, my wife Belinda and I moved to Lanham from Hyattsville.  Being
devoted Catholics, my wife immediately registered us in St. Matthias. My wife was very
excited to know that the parish had a school and spoke with Father Jeffrey Defayette to see
if we could enroll our, then, two children in the school. My two sons did become students of
the Academy of Saint Matthias. Later, when my daughter was born, she also enrolled in
Saint Matthias. The three of our children are alumni from this amazing school which
prepared them for the rigors they would encounter at St. John's College High School in
Washington, DC.

Our children all served as Altar Servers at St. Matthias, and my wife has served as Altar
Server as well as heading the Altar Server Hispanic group since the first Spanish Mass was
celebrated in 2016. Personally, I have been a member of the Knights of Columbus here at St.
Matthias for at least 15 years. I have also assisted the parish with translation/interpretation
during Spanish Mass, translating the weekly welcoming message, petitions, and
announcements presented at mass every weekend, and was a member of the Parish
Financial Council for about five years. 

My wife and I have enjoyed every aspect of Parish membership here at Saint Matthias,
from watching our Hispanic community grow, to watching our children’s participation in
the many and diverse school activities such as theater, music and band. We have felt
welcomed in this community and enjoy long lasting friendships with many families of our
parish and school. 

En enero del 2002, mi esposa Belinda y yo nos trasladamos de Hyattsville para Lanham.
Siendo católicos devotos, mi esposa inmediatamente nos registró en San Matías. Mi esposa
estaba bien emocionada de saber que la parroquia tenía una escuela y hablo con Padre
Jeffrey Lafayette para ver si podíamos registrar a nuestros dos hijos, así que nuestros dos
hijos empezaron a estudiar en la Academia del Apóstol San Matías. Después, cuando mi
hija nació y estuvo de edad, también atendió a la Academia de San Matías. Los tres son
alumnos de esta maravillosa escuela, la cual los preparo para los rigores de la escuela
secundaria en Saint John’s Catholic School en Washington DC. 

Todos nuestros hijos sirvieron como monaguillos de San Matías, y mi esposa lo ha hecho
desde el principio de la misa en español en el año 2016. Ella también encabeza el grupo de
monaguillos Hispanos. En lo personal, yo he sido miembro de los Caballeros de Colón
durante mas de 15 años. También ayudo a la parroquia con traducciones e interpretación
durante la misa conforme es necesario, traduzco la bienvenida, peticiones, y anuncios que
se presentan en las misas del fin de semana, y fui miembro del Comité Financiero de la
Parroquia durante 5 años. 
(Continued on Page 39)



I am Deacon Alton Davis. My wife Jeannette Davis and I joined the community during the
year 2015. We were warmly embraced by Father Milton Jordan and the Saint Matthias
family. I came as a fourth degree Knight of Columbus to the parish. I transferred my
membership about a year or so after I arrived at Saint Matthias. We have been active
members of the community ever since we arrived.
 
My wife Jeannette joined me at Saint Matthias after I was there a few months. We have
both been very active in the parish. I have been the deacon doing Masses, funerals,
baptisms, and taking on the role as liaison to the Hispanic Community (which Father Milt
started about a year and a half after I arrived). I had taken Spanish as my second language
in high school and college. But I had not spoken very much Spanish until I got to Saint
Matthias. I helped to get the Spanish Masses off to a start. I became the only team member
for RCIA with our Director of faith-formation, Ms. Catherine Tolnay. I took communion to
homebound and sick parishioners. My wife Jeannette became a lector, joined the Ladies of
Charity (they work with the surrounding and national communities, food pantry), joined
the Parish Social Life Committee (they plan large events at the church) and joined a few
other small groups with roles in the church.

We have enjoyed the diversity at Saint Matthias. We have learned a great deal about the
different cultures at the parish. I have worked with the Youth Group, Knights of Columbus
(FedEx field with the youth, food drives, and traffic control when large events are hosted at
the parish). We especially enjoy the multi-cultural events at the church. COVID-19 has
disrupted much over the past few years but has not broken the spirit of all of us coming
together as a faith community in the name of Jesus Christ.

Deacon Alton and Jeannette Davis—Parishioners since 2015
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Mi esposa y yo hemos gozado todo aspecto de nuestra membresía en la parroquia de
San Matías, desde el ver a nuestra comunidad hispana crecer, ver a nuestros hijos
participar en muchas diversas actividades escolares como el teatro, música, y banda.
Nos hemos sentido bienvenidos en esta comunidad y disfrutamos de amistades con
familias que conocimos a través de la iglesia y la escuela de la parroquia. 

Jose and Belinda Barahona—Parishioners since 2002 



I am Sandra Gracia. My husband, Juan Carrillo, and I joined the community in the year
2017. We were warmly embraced by Father Milton Jordan and the Saint Matthias family.

We started to participate in the community by taking my kids to faith formation. Slowly
but surely, we were embraced by the community as my daughter Arianna and brother
Felipe became altar servers in the English Masses. A year later, we got the privilege of
having our own Spanish Mass. We became more involved by becoming extraordinary
ministers of the Eucharist, lectors, catechists and joining the choir. I was blessed to be
asked by Father Jack Keneally to become a Faith Formation catechist. I also worked in the
front office. Later, I also became involved with the Vincentian Friends in the Periphery
helping to distribute food to the needy during the pandemic. Due to the pandemic, many
members of different ministries were unable to continue serving in the church. 

During this difficult time, I took the role of being the coordinator of the Extraordinary
Eucharistic Ministers for the Spanish Mass and Juan took the role of coordinator of the
lectors. After Cardinal Gregory’s announcement of reopening churches, my husband and I
continued serving at the parish and helped to recruit new members to serve at the parish.
In January 2022, we were happy to welcome our new pastor, Father Avelino Gonzalez.
Father Avelino has been a blessing to the Saint Matthias family as he is bilingual and has
helped our Spanish speaking community to grow in our faith. I have had the privilege to
work with him side by side on different projects in the parish. Father Avelino has started a
Steering Committee for the Hispanic community called Grupo Timón which Juan and I are
happy to be a part of this ministry. 

Sandra García—Parishioner since 2017.
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 To Saint Matthias the Apostle Church 
celebrating 60 years of sharing, caring, 

educating, supporting, and nourishing our 
community- religiously and nutritionally. 

Thank you for being at the forefront of 
aiding our community. 

Here’s to the next 60 years of greatness. 
Stephen, Lorene and James Chesley 













The family of Mr. Ogechukwu and Dr.(Mrs.) Chinyere Amazu congratulates the 
parish priest Fr. Avelino Gonzalez, Fr. (Dr.) Canice Enyiaka, Fr. Parthi and Fr. 

DeSiano, Deacon Davis and the entire laity of St. Matthias the Apostle parish on the 
occasion of the 60th Anniversary of our church.

From the Self, Cieslak, Long, Greco, and Camden families,
 

Who have attended St. Matthias at some time of their lives,
 

Congratulations on 60 years of serving our parishioners
 

and our community. Thank you so much!



 To St. Matthias on your 60th 
Anniversary from Fr. Rob Maro 

and the faith community of 
St. Joseph Parish in Beltsville.

           Ascension Commandery #283,
Knights of St. John International, Bowie, MD 

Brings you Greeting and Congratulation on the 60th 
Anniversary of Saint Matthias the Apostle Church. 
To God be the Glory for what He has done thus far 

and will continue to do. It is our prayer that you 
remain strong in faith as you continue to grow in 

numbers. God bless you and keep you.

            

The Parish Council, of 
Mt. Calvery Catholic Church 
congratulates St. Matthias on 

your 60th Anniversary.
 

From the families, students, faculty,
and staff who call St. Matthias their
spiritual home. Congratulations on

your 60th year of spreading the Lord's
message and for all of your support

over the years. 
The Academy of 

St. Matthias the Apostle
 
 

WBTax &
Accounting, Inc. 

Services Provided

Small Business Bookkeeping, Quickbooks Training
Individual income Tax Preparation, 

Small Buisness Tax Prepration 

301-429-2858
dwemdel@wbaccounting .com

9470 Annapolis Road| Suite 111
Lanham, MD 20706



                      

Congratulations 
on 60 years! 

FORTMIC HOME REMODELING
Christopher Tasie
7237 South Ora Ct,

Greenbelt, MD 20770
240-459-4817 | santanarnara1978@gmail.com

For your general home 
improvements, electrical, plumbing, 
flooring, framing, drywall, painting, 

tiling, kitchen and bathroom 
remodeling, decking and more. 



Mission 
Contracting Inc.

Congratulations to St. Matthias 
on your 60th Anniversary and all 

you do for the Lanham 
community.  

Printing Services Provided by :
Ellicott City Copy Center

9470 Annapolis Road Suite 112 
Lanham, MD 20706

(410) 465-5265

 



O Glorious Saint Matthias, in God's design it fell upon you to take the place of the 

unfortunate Judas who betrayed his Master. You were selected by the twofold sign of 

the uprightness of your life and the call of the Holy Spirit.

 

Obtain for us the grace to practice the same uprightness of life and to be called by that 

same Spirit to wholehearted service of the Church. Then after a life of zeal and good 

works let us be ushered into your company in heaven to sing forever the praises of 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen.






